As a group leader demonstrate your role by primarily a) asking questions, b) clarifying students' answers, c) linking together various responses, and d) summarizing the insights gained. Be sure to point out to the students that there are no right or wrong answers.
They, also like the anthropologist in the field, may not have all the information they would like to have before making their decisions.
I.
Objectives :
1. students will recognize the difference between a choice based on facts and a choice based on values;
2.
students will gain some familiarity with the dilemmas anthropologists face in their fieldwork; and 3. students will gain some understanding of their attitudes or their culture's attitudes toward intervention and change. II. Procedure :
1.
Choose 4-5 students to join you in a discussion of case #1. Arrange this group in front of the class so that your leadership role and the group discussion can be observed. Stunned silence fell over the other three men, as they watched their companion quickly bleed to death before their eyes. Moments later people from other homes began moving into the plaza in response to the wailing which came from the man who had wielded the machete. Mournful crying and wailing was carried throughout the village. The family members of the dead man carried him to their home and began the funeral preparations. The next evening, Tom was buried.
The man who had dealt the deadly blow was allowed to participate in the funeral and to make a death payment to the family of the deceased.
Two days after the funeral, three regional policemen came to the village. As part of a new governmental program designed to reduce blood feuds, the regional authorities now regularly sought to arrest and jail people who were inv olved in killings. They had heard about the recent death.
They began questioning the villagers in an attempt to determine if Tom had been "murdered." Thompson had written a detailed description of the events of the night of Tom's death in her notebook which contained a running record of village activities.
Since she knew the police would question her, should she quickly tear out and destroy the pages in her notebook where the events were recorded? When questioned by the police, should she, like the other villagers, plead ignorance concerning the killing? Case 2 Roger Thompson had recently spent 18 months in Melanesia with the Grand Lake people. When he was invited to contribute a chapter to a colleague's book on myth, Roger decided to discuss one of the Grand Lake myths about the origin of certain magical powers. The story would illustrate a point that he wished to make about the authority of the shaman in the lives of the people.
After carefully translating the myth, Roger reviewed his field notes to check a few details. As he was turning the pages in his notebook, he discovered that two of them were stuck together. When he separated them, he found that the second page, which had been concealed by the first, contained a few short notes describing how he had come to record the myth, the details of which he had forgotten. According to his notes, he had persuaded the leading shaman in the village to recount the myth provided that Roger promised never to reveal it to anyone else. Suddenly Roger wondered whether he was violating a confidence by contributing a discussion of this myth to his colleague's book.
Case 3
Terry Kelly (pseudonym) received a NIMH grant for research in the Western Tropics. As part of her personal gear, she took along a considerable amount of medication which her physician had prescribed for use, should Kelly find herself in an active malaria region. Later, after settling into a village, Kelly became aware that many of the local people were quite ill with malaria. Since she had such a large supply of medication, much more than she needed for her personal use, should she distribute the surplus to her hosts? "AAA Principles of Professional Responsibility", AAA NEWSLETTER, vol. 11, no. 9, (1970) .
The principles cover responsibilities to those studied, the public, the discipline, students, sponsors, one's own government, and host government. A provocative and thoughtful reader that discusses the contributions of anthropology to contemporary social issues.
It addresses the myth of the melting pot, anthropology and the Third World, race and racism, poverty and culture, schooling, violence, our troubled environment and changing the system.
It also gives the code of ethics for anthropologists.
